The Service Guild Kicks Off Its 2010 Partners in Training 
           Program With “Eat, Meet, and Greet” October 25
 
 
The Service Guild of Birmingham will kick off another year of its Partners in Training program on Sunday, October 25, with an “Eat, Meet, and Greet” gathering. The family event will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. at The Bell Center in Homewood. Volunteer coaches and Service Guild members will be on hand to meet potential runners and walkers and to answer any questions. In addition, runners and walkers will have the opportunity to meet the children, families, and staff members of The Bell Center. And there will be plenty of free food and beverages for all guests to enjoy.

 

The Bell Center Early Intervention Program provides therapy and assistance for children from birth to three years of age at risk for developmental delay, and The Service Guild is a volunteer organization dedicated to providing funding and volunteer services to these children through a partnership with The Bell Center. The Partners In Training (PIT) program is one such way that The Service Guild supports the Center. The Guild recruits, supports, and motivates the PIT runners and walkers who agree to raise funds for The Bell Center. 

 

PIT participants will train to run or walk the 9th Annual Mercedes Marathon or Half-Marathon on February 14, 2010. Each participant will be paired with a past or present Bell Center child, and the runner or walker will train and raise funds in the name of that child. Along the way, they will receive experienced coaching through organized runs, as well as training advice, nutritional information, injury prevention tips, and fundraising tips. 

 

At the “Eat, Meet, and Greet” event, each runner or walker who has registered prior to that day will have the chance to meet the Bell Center child that he or she will be sponsoring. This will be the first of many opportunities for participants to get to know the children and their families. “PIT participants form lasting relationships with the Bell Center children and their families,” says Service Guild President Terri Yates. “It’s that personal connection that inspires the runners and walkers to push themselves harder to make a difference in the lives of these children.” 
 
Registration will be available at the event for any runners and walkers interested in joining the program at that time. Those who sign up will be matched with a Bell Center child that day and will have a chance to meet the child as well. And all of the PIT members and Bell Center children will have their photos taken together to commemorate the kickoff of this year’s program. 
 
For more information about the PIT program or about the “Eat, Meet, and Greet” event, or to register as a member of this year’s PIT program, contact Jen Dent at (205) 903-7353 or visit www.theserviceguild.org.

